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RBL Chairman’s January report, 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
We hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year! We have a very busy year ahead of 
us, one of the main problems being we have to move out of the Veterans Building in San Francisco by January, 
2013. Therefore we are in the process of looking into another venue to hold our monthly meetings. Furthermore, 
our annual Remembrance Service at Grace Cathedral will be on the November 11 in 2012 and we have already 
reserved the Church for this date. We hope that this year’s service will be even bigger and better than the 
wonderful turnout in 2011, so keep informing people of the event and help it grow.  
 
Our next meeting will still be in the Veterans Building in San Francisco on the 17th of January at 7:30 P.M. 
Room 219 
 

Patrick Sweetman  
R.B.L. Chairman  
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Rare Color Film...of Aircraft Carriers in the Pacific in WW-2 
This is 16 mm color  (not "colorized")  footage, that you may not have seen, of carrier action in the  
Pacific.   There wasn't much color shot in the ' 40s -extremely expensive then, with a complicated  & 
exacting processing process. Click on the link below. 

 
WW II : RARE COLOR FILM : AIRCRAFT CARRIER IN THE PACIFIC 

 
 

For the members who have not yet paid their Annual Dues in the amount of $30.00, please do so as 
soon as possible. 

If we do not receive your dues by January 15th we will have to return your membership card back to 
London, and you will have to reapply for membership. 

 Failure to return Membership cards to London will result in an automatic charge to the Branch.  

Please make your cheque payable to the Royal   British Legion and mail to Pamela Sweetman, 
Treasurer, 2616 Snowy Egret Way, Elk Grove, CA 95757 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=9dR3h2HdnBQ�


Do you know what British warship was famous (...at least in Britain) for carrying our clandestine 
operations for both the British and the Americans in the Atlantic and Mediterranean during WWII, and for 
having on one occasion both a British and American captain at the same time, and for operating in the guise of 
both HMS Seraph and the USS Seraph. And whose British captain was awarded America's highest medal given 
to a foreign military officer by the U.S. President, in this case, at the personal request of General Dwight D. 
Eisenhower.   Do you know his name, or even what he and his vessel and crew of sailors and commandos 
accomplished? 
 
Here's some clues, the vessel was a Type S British submarine, the operations were numerous, but the two most 
incredible were in connection with "Operation Mincemeat"...(the Man Who Never Was!) the plot to deceive the 
Germans about the likely locations of American and British landings in the Mediterranean.  
 
The others were in connection with the prelude to Operation Torch, the joint American and British landings in 
North Africa.....to join up with Gen. Montgomery's Desert Rats racing across the Sahara from the East. 
 

Captain Bill Jewell  

Submariner whose secret wartime missions included                                              

As wartime commander of the submarine HMS Seraph, Captain Bill Jewell, 
who has died aged 90, carried out missions not only stranger than fiction but 
also so secret that even now many details have yet to emerge. The most 
macabre was Operation Mincemeat, one of the most successful 
disinformation exercises of the war, which deceived the Germans about allied 
intentions to invade Italy in 1943. It became the subject of several books, and 
a 1956 film, The Man Who Never Was.  

The Man Who Never Was 

As part of the ruse, a still-unidentified corpse was taken from a Strathclyde 
mortuary, dressed as a Royal Marine officer and given a briefcase stuffed with dummy secret papers chained to 
his wrist.  

The body, in a metal container, was loaded aboard the Seraph, which sailed to the Gulf of Cadiz, off the small 
Spanish coastal town of Huelva. The crew had no idea of the purpose of the mission for many years afterwards. 
Jewell, then a lieutenant, had the container hauled out at dead of night, and ordered everyone else below, saying 
he was about to release a new meteorological device. He then conducted an impromptu burial service and 
slipped "Major Martin" overboard.  

The body floated ashore on the tide, and a few days later was buried at Huelva cemetery with full military 
honours by the neutral Spanish authorities. Through the British diplomatic missions in Spain, a wreath was sent 
by the dead man's notional girlfriend. The briefcase was formally handed over, apparently undisturbed.  

Evidence that the Spanish fascist government had copied the papers and passed them to the Germans emerged 
soon afterwards. Fortifications on the Nazi-occupied French island of Corsica were built up, while German 
troops were sent to reinforce neighbouring Italian Sardinia. Field-Marshal Rommel was sent to Greece to 
inspect its defences, and two German armoured divisions in mid-battle on the Russian front were put on standby 
for transfer to the Balkans.  

But Sicily was the real objective. Thanks largely to Seraph's deception, Operation Husky, the invasion of Sicily 
by nine allied divisions, achieved surprise, went well and was followed by the assault on southern Italy.  



Jewell was born in the Seychelles, where his father was in the Colonial Service. He joined the navy from 
Oundle school, Northamptonshire, and volunteered for submarines in 1936, qualifying for command in 1941. 
Seraph was launched that Octoberand Jewell was its first commander. He led his first patrol in the north 
Atlantic in July 1942, when the boat was mistakenly identified as German and fired upon by the RAF. Assigned 
to the Mediterranean, Seraph was involved in preparing for Operation Torch, the allied invasion of north Africa 
in November 1942.  

Jewell was ordered to transport the American General Mark Clark to Algeria for negotiations with French 
commanders, whom the allies wanted to win over. Clark's staff were put ashore in rubber boats, and Seraph hid 
out at sea for the day. By evening, the weather had turned rough and Jewell extricated the Americans, whose 
presence had been discovered, by risking his boat in shallow and choppy coastal waters. The party was 
delivered safely to Gibraltar six days later.  

Seraph's next assignment was Operation Kingpin, to fetch the French General Henri Giraud from Vichy France, 
where he was in hiding after escaping from German internment. He was thought to be the only man who could 
deliver French north African forces to the allies. Unfortunately, Giraud shared with General de Gaulle a hearty 
dislike of the British, and pettily refused to be rescued by them.  

So, in a unique charade, HMS Seraph became USS Seraph under the spurious command of a United States navy 
officer, and solemnly flew the Stars and Stripes for the rendezvous with Giraud's dinghy. The 40-man British 
crew entered into the spirit of things by farcically pretending to be American sailors.  

For these unusual missions, and his more orthodox successes against enemy shipping, Jewell was awarded the 
MBE and the DSC, as well as French and American decorations. At the end of the war, it was discovered that 
he had broken his neck in two places in a fall in 1941. But he served on in other submarines, rising to captain in 
command of a submarine flotilla.  

He worked on the staff of Lord Mountbatten, First Sea Lord and then Chief of Defence Staff, before retiring 
from the navy in 1963 to join a Brimingham brewery company and become life president of the Submarine Old 
Comrades Association.  

His wife Rosemary, whom he married in 1944, died in 1996. Their two sons and one daughter survive him.  

· Norman Limbury Auchinleck 'Bill' Jewell, naval officer, born October 24 1913; died August 18 2004  

 

 

 

 

 

 

HMS Seraph 

 



Stripped down as you've never seen her: Pictures of  
Tower Bridge during construction found dumped in a skip 

 
Just click on the link below 
 
Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2067581/Stripped-youve-seen-Pictures-Tower-Bridge-construction-dumped-
skip.html#ixzz1fyUBIx6X 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TURDAY 
Bob, a 70-year-old, extremely wealthy widower, shows up at the Country Club with a 
breathtakingly beautiful and very sexy 25-year-old blonde-haired woman who knocks everyone's 
socks off with her youthful sex appeal and charm and who hangs over Bob's arm and listens 
intently to his every word. His buddies at the club are all aghast.  
 At the very first chance, they corner him and ask,  'Bob, how'd you get the trophy girlfriend?'    
Bob replies,  'Girlfriend?  She's my wife!'    
They are knocked over, but continue to ask.'So, how'd you persuade her to marry you?' 
 
  'I lied about my age', Bob replies. 
'What, did you tell her you were only 50?' 
Bob smiles and says, 'No, I told her I was 90.' 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Squaddies are living in squalor in UK  

By BRIAN FLYNN and VIRGINIA WHEELER, Defence Editor  

SOLDIERS have blasted conditions at a UK barracks, branding them worse than those in 
Afghanistan.  

Seventy live without hot water at the base in West London. The troops housed in slum conditions as they await 
frontline duty say they can't wait to reach Afghanistan — so they can have a hot shower.                                    
Squaddies from 1st Battalion, the Welsh Guards claimed conditions at their rat-infested UK base are WORSE 
than those they will face in war-torn Helmand.                                                                                                                 
A broken boiler has left 70 of Our Boys without hot water since April.  

 Meanwhile, they are forced to plug sinks with toilet paper as they shave, while four men sleep in each mouldy, 
cramped room, where the walls are crumbling and riddled with holes.                                                                                                                          
Incredibly the Ministry of Defence has told them they will not repair the boiler at 220-year-old Cavalry 
Barracks in Hounslow, West London, before April 2013.                                                                                     
Soldiers must endure the freezing and filthy conditions over Christmas and right up to February, when they 
deploy to Afghanistan.                                                                                                                                                 
Only after their six-month tour in Helmand will they have a chance of better accommodation.  

One soldier said: "The irony is that living conditions will be better in Afghanistan. We've just been left to 
fester."  The MoD vowed to upgrade the barracks — condemned in the 1960s — after The Sun first revealed 
conditions there four years ago.  

 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2067581/Stripped-youve-seen-Pictures-Tower-Bridge-construction-dumped-skip.html#ixzz1fyUBIx6X�
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2067581/Stripped-youve-seen-Pictures-Tower-Bridge-construction-dumped-skip.html#ixzz1fyUBIx6X�


Irish Soldiers Pardons Campaign 
 
In May 2011 one discovered through an article written by Kevin Myers in the Irish Independent, that soldiers of 
the Irish defence force who had allegedly deserted and joined the allied war effort had been badly treated by the 
Irish Government post war. Mr de Valera then Irish Prime Minister took his revenge on the 8 August 1945 
when he signed an Emergency Powers Order convicting these soldiers in their absence and without giving them 
an opportunity to defend themselves. As a result a secret blacklist which DeVelera had compiled barred these 
men from working in state run organizations for 7 years.  
Consequently, a petition was launched outside Dail Eireann (Parliament), on 30 June 2011 last, calling for 
pardons for Irish Defence Force personnel who allegedly deserted the Irish Army during World War Two and 
who had joined the (British) Navy, RAF, and the British Army including special forces, to fight fascism. After 
the war they were subjected to a kangaroo court-martial, en masse, and in absentia, via Emergency Power Order 
(362) introduced by the Irish government. Many of these brave men, who were unjustly convicted, are at rest in 
various battlefields across the world. They died fighting the Nazis and Japanese, from North Africa to Italy, 
Kohima to Normandy, through France, Holland, Belgium and then were involved in the liberation of the 
concentration camps in Germany. The survivors, who returned to Ireland, were treated with utter contempt by 
the DeValera government.....even the dead were publicly vilified and banned from employment, along with the 
survivors. 
The Irish government are now considering the issues. Hopefully they will have the wisdom and compassion to 
initiate a legislative mechanism and pardon these men who fought Nazi terrorism on our behalf. The 4983 Irish 
defence force personnel alleged to be deserters and listed in DeVelera's blacklist are mainly from Ireland. But 
hundreds have addresses in Northern Ireland and mainland UK . If the Irish Government can produce a forensic 
report into the Shot at Dawn and make a case to pardon those executed servicemen of world war one, we wish 
to make that case in favour of world war two servicemen some of whom paid the ultimate price and who now 
lie in eternal silence on the various battlefields of world war two..guilty of desertion. 
 
Peter Mulvany 
Coordinator 
Irish Soldiers Pardons Campaign (WW2) 
 
 
                                                                         www.forthesakeofexample.com 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
This will raise your spirits! I have always liked Celtic music...& this 
video clip tells me why. Click below.  Enjoy! 

Click here: "A Place in the Choir" - YouTube 

 

http://www.forthesakeofexample.com/�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-iP27eatYxE&feature=share�


Rembrance. Force Z's 70th Anniversary - the lesson the Navy had to learn in the use of 
air power - December 2011.Remembrance - other nations use of air power.                                  
At last, a memorial to the forgotten heroes of Britain’s 'Pearl Harbour’  
Seventy years ago, the pride of the Royal Navy, the battleship Prince of Wales and the battle 
cruiser Repulse, were sunk by Japanese aircraft. Now a tribute is to be unveiled.  
By Neil Tweedie From the Daily Telegraph 8 December 2011. 
Never was a blue sky so unwelcome. The grey, tropical clouds that had helped mask the movement of the two 
great ships since their departure from Singapore had parted, and now, hanging lazily on the horizon, were 
Japanese reconnaissance aircraft. The officers of the battleship Prince of Wales and her consort, the 
battlecruiser Repulse, codenamed Force Z, knew that an engagement of some kind could not be far away. It was 
the morning of December 10 1941, three days after the attack on the US Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor, and the 
Royal Navy was about to suffer its greatest single defeat of the Second World War.  
The bugles sounded shortly after 11am. Crude radar screens in the bowels of the capital ships were registering 
smudges of approaching aircraft, scores of them. Sailors and Marines, their mid-morning tea break interrupted, 
ran to join shipmates already at their posts. Anti-aircraft guns trained skyward, preparing to deliver a hail of fire 
against the Japanese aerial armada.  
It was soon all over. At 1.20pm Prince of Wales, pride of the Navy, commissioned only eight months 
previously, slowly rolled over, her hull torn open by four torpedoes. Repulse, elegant veteran of the First World 
War, had already slid beneath the azure calm of the South China Sea, similarly disembowelled.  
For more than an hour Jim Wren, a Royal Marine from Salisbury, and the other young reserve gun crew had sat 
inside Repulse listening to the roar of battle before emerging to chaos. “We knew she was going and going 
fast,” he remembers. “She was right over on her port side. Pretty well half the ship was below the water line. I 
stripped off some of my heavier clothing, climbed over the side, crawled over the bilges and into the water. 
There was no time to freeze with fear. It was do or die.”  
The ships, 41,000 tons and 33,000 tons respectively, had shot down just three of 85 aircraft before succumbing. 
They were the first battleships to be sunk at sea exclusively by airpower, their demise signalling the end of the 
big gun era. With them went British prestige in the Far East. Devoid of naval protection, Singapore, the fortress 
constructed at vast expense to protect the eastern Empire from Japanese expansion, fell two months later. For 
the British, who had denigrated the Japanese as myopic, semi-primitives, it was a humiliation, a harbinger of 
imperial decline.  
The most terrible cost, though, was in human life. Of the 1,612 officers and men aboard Prince of Wales, 327 
died. The toll on Repulse was higher, 513 from a complement of 1,309. Eight hundred and forty souls, blown 
apart by torpedoes and bombs, scalded to death by escaping steam and ripped to shreds on the exposed 
undersides of the stricken titans. Or drowned while awaiting rescue, or trapped in the watertight compartments 
that became their tombs.  
Admiral Sir Tom Phillips, commander of Force Z, was one. A resolute believer in the big gun, disdainful of the 
aircraft as a weapon, he chose to remain to the end on the bridge of Prince of Wales, his flagship.  
 
Winston Churchill, who had sent the ships to their doom, wrote of how he was awoken in the night to be told 
the news: “In all the war I never received a more direct shock. As I turned over and twisted in bed the full 
horror sank in upon me.”  
Yet the destruction of Force Z is now a footnote, a distant tragedy obscured by the greater struggle against Nazi 
Germany. Yesterday the United States marked the 70th anniversary of Pearl Harbor with memorial services and 
lowered flags across the country. The British, meanwhile, will largely ignore the 70th anniversary of their own 
catastrophic overture to the war with Japan.  
Except for a hundred or so people, including half a dozen special old men, who will gather at the National 
Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire on Saturday to witness the unveiling of a small memorial. Of the 2,081 
survivors from Prince of Wales and Repulse about 40 are thought to be still alive. Most are too infirm to travel 
and those making the journey will have no VIP to greet them. The Prince of Wales declined an invitation to 
attend and a single Petty Officer is expected to represent the Royal Navy. “These things happen,” says Hannah 
Rickard, secretary of the Force Z Survivors Association, whose late father, Ken Byrne, survived the sinking of 
the Prince of Wales. “It is a bit of a shame but the real VIPs are the survivors.”  



The memorial has been paid for by the relatives attending the unveiling. They have raised £11,000 of its 
£13,000 cost. Mr Wren is 91 but will make the journey from his home in Salisbury. “It was one of Churchill’s 
big mistakes, ” he says. “It was all so quick: we arrived at Singapore on the 2nd and were sent to the bottom on 
the 10th.”  
The threat from Japan could not have arisen at a worse time. The battlecruiser Hood had been lost in May and 
the aircraft carrier Ark Royal and battleship Barham in November. Sir Dudley Pound, the First Sea Lord, 
favoured a slow build-up in the Indian Ocean but Churchill, true to form, demanded a more aggressive strategy 
in the Far East, in the shape of a modern battleship. Thus Phillips found himself on the afternoon of December 8 
weighing anchor at Singapore, as fires still raged at Pearl Harbor. The Japanese were believed to be landing on 
the north-east coast of Malaya and the Navy could not be seen to run from the fight, despite an almost total 
absence of air cover. William Tennant, captain of Repulse, warned his crew: “We are off to look for trouble. I 
expect we shall find it.”  
Phillips told his crews: “We are sure to get some useful practice with the HA (high-angle anti-aircraft) 
armament.”  
Against Force Z were ranged more than 100 bombers based in Vichy French Indo-China, equipped with 
advanced torpedoes. Stalked by submarines and aircraft, the two capital ships, screened by four destroyers, 
searched in vain for troop transports. While returning to Singapore Force Z was caught in the open. Repulse was 
hit first by a bomb that almost ended Mr Wren’s life.  
“The first thing I knew was the alarm sounding. I was still on the mess deck with a cup of tea. I dropped it, ran 
for the door, and as soon as I got through it a bomb dropped through the deck right behind me.”  
Then came the torpedoes. The great ships twisted and turned, managing to avoid 41 of the 49 dropped.  
 
Repulse went down at 12.33. Mr Wren found himself holding on to a piece of flotsam. “There was huge oil 
slick from the ship. I was covered in oil – everyone was. I swallowed a lot and was terribly sick. Someone 
hauled me on to a raft. Eventually we were picked up by the Electra, one of the escorts. I can’t remember 
anything being said. You are in a state of shock. You have lost everything: your ship, your home, comrades. 
There were a lot of bodies on the deck.”  
Charles Wright, from Gloucester, was a 22-year-old anti-aircraft gunner on Prince of Wales. “We were given 
the impression that the Japanese were inferior, but they proved differently. The ship was brand new and we 
thought she was unsinkable. It was a beautiful clear day. Of course, the Japanese are the masters of coming out 
of the sun.”  
A single torpedo crippled Prince of Wales, causing major flooding, reducing her speed, impairing her steering 
and knocking out the power for half her big anti-aircraft guns. She survived Repulse by 50 minutes.  
“There were numerous fellows coming up from below, mainly the boiler room,” recalls Mr Wright.” They had 
been scalded terribly by burst pipes.” He helped his wounded shipmates on to the destroyer Express, which had 
come alongside. She had to pull away as the battleship turned turtle. Mr Wren was evacuated from Singapore 
but his vessel was captured at anchor off Sumatra. He spent more than three years in a prison camp, watching a 
third of the inmates succumb to cruelty and disease. Mr Wright was evacuated to Ceylon and posted to the 
cruiser Dorsetshire, which was sunk in an air attack.  
Today the wrecks of Prince of Wales and Repulse rest in less than 250 feet of water, sometimes visible from the 
air. Designated as war graves, the leviathans are nevertheless prey to divers, some in search of booty. Pictures 
of human remains adorn diving websites.  
But some good comes out of bad. One of Mr Wren’s friends on Repulse was a young marine who had placed a 
picture of his sister on the back of his locker door. “I said I’d like to meet her,” remembers Mr Wren. “And I 
did.”  
He and Margaret have been married for 65 years. She will be there at the memorial, providing comfort. “It will 
be emotional,” says Mr Wren. “No doubt about that.”  
Donations for the Force Z memorial should be sent to: Force Z Survivors Association, 19 Crossways, South 
Croydon, Surrey, CR2 8JP. Cheques made payable to: HMS Prince of Wales and HMS Repulse Survivors 
Association  
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