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 RBL Chairman’s July  report, 
 

============================================================================= 

For those members who are finding it difficult receiving the Legion Magazine, I thought it may be a useful link. 

 

http://www.legion-magazine.co.uk/ 
 
 
 
 

It is with great sadness and a deep sense of shock that I must inform you that Eddie Hefferman MBE passed 
away. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Eddie, 70, was a long-time active Legion member who rose to become the Overseas Representative on the 
Board of Trustees and Chairman of the Legion's Conference committee. 
 
He was on his way home to Germany, following his successful organisation of the Legion's Annual Conference 
in Llandudno, when he fell ill in the Netherlands and suffered a heart attack from which, despite attention from 
paramedics and at hospital, he could not be resuscitated. 
 
The Legion's National Chairman, John Crisford, has said: 
"Eddie was a larger than life member of the Board of Trustees. In Eddie we have lost a loyal servant who 
epitomised the Legion's time-honoured maxim of Service not Self. 
 
"Our thoughts go out to his wife, Helen, to his family, and to his many friends across the Legion and in 
Germany." 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 
The next meeting will be Tuesday August 13th and will be held at the San Rafael Yacht Club,                     
200 Yacht Club Drive San Rafael CA. at 6.00 p.m. 
 
Please do your best to attend  

 

 

http://www.legion-magazine.co.uk/�


 

HMS Perseus – A Story of Survival 

Leading Seaman John Capes, whilst in Malta, was involved in an accident whilst driving a hired car.    
He collided with a horse and cart, completely demolishing it, and was given leave by the Admiralty to 
return to the island to settle matters with the 'karotsi' owner. 

 Arrangements were made for his passage to the island, then under siege, by the Magic Carpet Service, 
which were the large submarines that were used frequently to deliver supplies from Alexandria and 
Gibraltar to Malta.  
 
After his court appearance, John Capes left Mtitlea and found passage on board the submarine HMS 
Perseus. On the night of the 6th of December 1941, the submarine was patrolling the straights between 
Kefalonia and Zakynthos when suddenly a tremendous explosion shuddered the submarine from stem to 
stern. She had struck an Italian mine. 
 
The lights went out, and cries of panic and despair came from every quarter as tons of water surged into 
the vessel.  
 
At the moment of the explosion John Capes was resting in an empty torpedo rack at the aft end of 
Perseus. He was going through some letters, drinking rum from a bottle that later proved to be a 
lifesaver. 
 
Following the shattering explosion, Perseus plunged nose first into the depths. Her prow hit the bottom 
with a tremendous impact and then her stern settled heavily onto the seabed. Within seconds HMS 
Persus had become an underwater grave for most of her crew. 
 
Luckily, the aft compartments did not start to flood until Perseus touched the bottom, and Capes, 
although injured, was still alive. He started to grope around until he found the torch that was always 
placed near the escape hatch. It was still working. Its rays pierced the damp and foggy atmosphere, 
smelling of paint from an upturned pot.  
 
Capes started to search for his shipmates. He went into the engine room and saw a dreadful scene: the 
electricians were dead, probably after falling on live switches. However, among the scattered bodies and 
wreckage he managed to find three other badly injured stokers 

http://www.allkefalonia.com/cu-perseus.html 

The full story, click below 



British Commando operations during the Second World War 

The British Commandos formed during the Second World War, following an order 
from the British Prime Minister Winston Churchill in June 1940 for a force that 
could carry out raids against German occupied Europe. Commandos were all 
volunteers for special service and originally came from the British Army but 
volunteers would eventually come from all branches of the United Kingdom's 
armed forces and foreign volunteers from countries occupied by the Germans. 
These volunteers formed over 30 individual units and four assault brigades. 

The commandos would serve in all the theatres of war from the Arctic Circle, to 
Europe, the Middle East and the Pacific. Their operations ranged from small 
groups of men landing from the sea or by parachute to a brigade of assault troops 
spearheading the Allied invasions of Europe and Asia. After the Second World War most of the commands 
were disbanded leaving just the Royal Marine 3 Commando Brigade but their legacy is the present day Royal 
Marine Commandos, the Parachute Regiment, Special Air Service and the Special Boat Service who can all 
trace their origins to the commandos. Their legacy also extends to mainland Europe, the French Naval 
commandos, the Dutch Korps Commandotroepen and the Belgian Paracommando Brigade can all trace their 
origins to men who volunteered to serve with the British Commandos The first commando raid was Operation 
Collar 23 June 1940. The raid was not carried out by a commando unit, but by one of their predecessors No.11 
Independent Company. Under the command of Major Ronnie Tod it was an offensive reconnaissance on the 
French coast south of Boulogne-sur-Mer and Le Touquet. The operation was a limited success and the only 
British injury was a bullet graze to Lieutenant Colonel Dudley Clarke (Clarke was there as an observer), while 
at least two German soldiers were killed.[6] A second and similarly inconsequential attack, Operation 
Ambassador, was launched on the German occupied island of Guernsey on the night of 14 July 1940, by men 
drawn from H Troop of No. 3 Commando under command of John Durnford-Slater and No. 11 Independent 
Company. One unit landed on the wrong island, another disembarked from its launch into water that came over 
their heads. Intelligence had indicated that there was a large German barracks on the island but the Commandos 
only discovered empty buildings. On their return to the beach they discovered that heavy seas had forced their 
launch off shore and they then had to swim out to sea to get picked up.[7]  German soldiers captured during 
Operation Archery 

In February 1941, a force of commandos under Colonel Robert Laycock, were sent to the Middle East to carry 
out raids in the eastern Mediterranean. This force became known as 'Layforce' after their commander and 
initially they were drawn from 'A' Troop from No. 3 Commando, No. 7 Commando, No. 8 (Guards) 
Commando, and No. 11 (Scottish) Commando.  

The next raid of any consequence from the United Kingdom was Operation Claymore in March 1941, by No. 3 
and No. 4 Commandos. This was the first large scale raid from the United Kingdom during the war. Their 
objective was the undefended Norwegian Lofoten Islands. They successfully destroyed the fish-oil factories, 
petrol dumps, and 11 ships, capturing 216 Germans, encryption equipment and codebooks.[10] 

In April Layforce received orders to begin carrying out raids on the Afrika Korps lines of communication along 
the North African coast.[9] On 12 April they carried out a preliminary move to Alexandria and three days later 
they received orders to carry out a raid on Bardia and another on Bomba.[11] The attacks had to be abandoned, 
however, due to high seas which would have made disembarking and re-embarking too dangerous.[11] The 
appearance of the commandos behind their lines forced the Germans to divert the main part of an armoured 
brigade from where they had previously been undertaking offensive action around Sollum, in order to defend 
against further raids.                                        Click the link for the full stroy    

British Commando operations during the Second World War ... 
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James Joseph Magennis VC (spelling originally 
McGinnes) (27 October 1919 – 12 February 1986) 
was a Belfast-born recipient of the Victoria Cross, 
the highest and most prestigious award for gallantry 
in the face of the enemy that can be awarded to 
British and Commonwealth forces.  

He was the only native of Northern Ireland to 
receive the Victoria Cross for Second World War 
service.  

Magennis was part of several operations 
involving X-Craft midget submarines in attacks 
on Axis ships. 

 In July 1945 Magennis was serving on HMS XE3 
during Operation Struggle. During an attack on the Japanese cruiser Takao in Singapore, Magennis showed 
extraordinary valour and bravery by leaving the submarine for a second time in order to free some 
explosive charges that had got caught. His commanding officer Lieutenant Ian Fraser was also awarded 
the Victoria Cross for his actions on 31 July 1945 during the Operation. 
James McGinnes was born on 27 October 1919 at Majorca Street, West Belfast, Ireland.  

He was from a working class Roman Catholic family and attended St Finian's Primary School on the Falls 
Road, Belfast until 3 June 1935 when enlisted in the Royal Navy as a boy seaman (spelling his surname 
Magennis).[1] He served on several different warships between 1935 and 1942, when he joined the submarine 
branch. Before joining the submarine branch, Magennis served on the destroyer Kandahar which was mined off 
Tripoli, Libya, in December 1941 whilst Magennis was on board. The ship was irreparably damaged and was 
scuttled the following day. 

 In December 1942, Magennis was drafted into the Submarine service and in March 1943 he volunteered for 
"special and Hazardous duties" — which meant Midget submarines, or X-craft. He trained as a diver, and in 
September 1943 took part in the first major use of the X-craft during Operation Source. Two submarines, HMS 
X7 and HMS X6, penetrated Kåfjord, Norway, and disabled the German battleship            

 For his part in the attack Magennis was mentioned in dispatches for bravery and devotion to duty" in 
1943.  

Award of the Victoria Cross

The citation was published in a supplement to the 

  

London Gazette of 9 November 1945 (dated 13 November 
1945) and read   ADMIRALTY  Whitehall, 13th November, 1945. 

The KING has been graciously pleased to approve the award of the VICTORIA CROSS for valour to: — 

Temporary Acting Leading Seaman James Joseph MAGENNIS, D/JX. 144907. 

Leading Seaman Magennis served as Diver in His Majesty's Midget Submarine XE-3 for her attack on 31 July 
1945, on a Japanese cruiser of the Atago class. The diver's hatch could not be fully opened because XE-3 was 
tightly jammed under the target, and Magennis had to squeeze himself through the narrow space available. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_Cross�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_Cross�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_of_Nations�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_World_War�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/X-Craft�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midget_submarines�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_XE3�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Struggle�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_cruiser_Takao�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lieutenant�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ian_Edward_Fraser�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belfast�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ireland�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Finian%27s_Primary_School�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Falls_Road_%28Belfast%29�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Falls_Road_%28Belfast%29�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Joseph_Magennis#cite_note-ODNB-1�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Kandahar_%28F28%29�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tripoli�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Libya�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Navy_Submarine_Service�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midget_submarines�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/X-craft�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Source�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_X7�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_X7�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_X6�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/K%C3%A5fjord,_Alta�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norway�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_Gazette�


 
 
He experienced great difficulty in placing his limpets on the bottom of the 
cruiser owing both to the foul state of the bottom and to the pronounced 
slope upon which the limpets would not hold.  
 
Before a limpet could be placed therefore Magennis had thoroughly to 
scrape the area clear of barnacles, and in order to secure the limpets he had 
to tie them in pairs by a line passing under the cruiser keel.  
 
This was very tiring work for a diver, and he was moreover handicapped by 
a steady leakage of oxygen which was ascending in bubbles to the surface.  
 
A lesser man would have been content to place a few limpets and then to 
return to the craft.  
 
Magennis, however, persisted until he had placed his full outfit before returning to the craft in an exhausted 
condition.  
Shortly after withdrawing Lieutenant Fraser endeavoured to jettison his limpet 
carriers, but one of these would not release itself and fall clear of the craft.  
Despite his exhaustion, his oxygen leak and the fact that there was every 
probability of -his being sighted, Magennis at once volunteered to leave the craft 
and free the carrier rather than allow a less experienced diver to undertake the 
job.  
 
After seven minutes of nerve-racking work he succeeded in releasing the carrier. 
Magennis displayed very great courage and devotion to duty and complete 
disregard for his own safety. 
 
He died of cancer at age 66 in Bradford, 

 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
Turn up the sound and Click Your Mouse on the 

link below: 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=KcuDdPo0WZk 

 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

Paddy Walks Through the Country                                                                                                                         
Paddy was taking a walk in the country. In a field, he noticed something that intrigued him. Why doesn't this 

cow have any horns? He asked the local farmer. "Well sir, cattle can do damage with their horns so we usually 
keep them trimmed down with a hacksaw. You can also treat young calves so their horns never grow. And some 

breeds don't have any horns at all," the farmer replied.                                                                                                           
The farmer continued, "But this cow doesn't have any horns because it is a horse!" 

Memorial to Leading 
Seaman Magennis VC 



In Britain's hour of need, he shot down 21 Nazi planes. Now, in HIS hour of need, World 
War II hero has to sell his medals to pay for care 

 
Burbridge (right) and his navigator Bill Skelton (left) made 30 sorties over Germany to provide escort cover to 
RAF bombers 
 
Wing Commander Bransome 'Branse' Burbridge, who was RAF's most prolific night-fighter pilot, now        
aged 93 with Alzheimer's Conscientious objector  at start of war would later become a clergyman Downed four 
German planes in single sortie, and three of Hitler's V1 rockets DSO with bar and DFC with bar to be sold 
along with logbooks, flying jacket and wartime sketchbook of drawings of enemy planes His family 'reluctantly' 
selling medals to raise £120,000 which will cover cost of care for six years if necessary  

For nearly half a century, his medals simply gathered dust in a locked 
drawer. Branse Burbridge rarely talked about his adventures as an 
RAF ace in the Second World War, not even with his closest family, 
but the medals told their own remarkable story. One was a 
Distinguished Flying Cross and Bar, for his acts of gallantry in the 
face of the enemy. Another was the Distinguished Service Order and 
Bar, for an ‘outstanding’ devotion to duty.  

 
Read more: 
 
 http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2284673/World-War-Two-
heros-family-forced-sell-medals-pay-heros-care-home-
fees.html#ixzz2VZQbspPD  
 
 
 
 

___________________________________________________________ 

I should have put the break on 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Burbridge (right) and his navigator Bill Skelton (left) 
made 30 sorties over Germany to provide escort cover to 
RAF bombers 
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Body of German tank ace discovered 70 years after his death  
 
THE body of a German soldier regarded as the most prolific tank ace of 
World War II has reportedly been found - almost 70 years after his death.  

Hot shot Kurt Knispel recorded 168 confirmed tank kills - with reports 
saying the number could have been as high as 195.  

His feats have led to comparisons with the feared World War One German 
fighter pilot Manfred von Richthofe - otherwise known as the Red Baron.  

Reports in Germany say Knispel's body was found in an 
unmarked grave for Nazi troops in the Czech Republic. They 
say historians from a museum pulled the remains from a 
cemetery in Znojemsko, close to the Austrian border.  

However the tattooed tankman wasn't a typical member of 
Hitler's forces and sported long hair and a beard.  

His scruffy image is thought to be one reason he rose slowly 
through the ranks despite his success. Knispel was handed 
several military honours but never the coveted  Knight's Cross - with experts saying he often credited his 
comrades for many of his high-profile accomplishments. He is also said to have clashed with a Nazi officer 
after seeing him mistreating a Soviet Prisoner of War but escaped serious reprimand because of his 
achievements.  

During one battle he is said to have knocked out a Soviet T-34 tank at a range of 3,000 metres.  

He was fatally injured  just 10 days before the end of the war at the age of 23. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
COPPER WIRE 
 
 After having dug to a depth of 10 feet last year, British scientists found traces of copper wire dating back 200 
years and came to the conclusion  that their ancestors already had a telephone network more than 150 years ago. 

 Not to be outdone by the Brit's, in the weeks that followed, an American archaeologist dug to a depth of 20 
feet, and shortly after, a story published in the New York Times: "American archaeologists, finding traces of 
250-year-old copper wire, have concluded that their ancestors already had an advanced high-tech 
communications network 50 years earlier than the 
British".  
One week later, the state's Dept of Minerals and Energy in Western Australia , reported the following: 
 
"After digging as deep as 30 feet in Western Australia 's Pilbara region, Jack Lucknow, a self-taught 
archaeologist, reported that he found  
absolutely nothing.  Jack has therefore concluded that 250 years ago, Australia had already gone wireless." 
 
Just makes you bloody proud to be Australian. 
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