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First World War or the Great War 

 
The War to end all Wars  

That began on 28 July 1914 and lasted until 11 November 1918 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This November will be the 100th anniversary of the end of the Great War in Europe. 
 

We will be receiving anniversary pins from London that will go on sale sometime in  
February to celebrate this event 



HMAS  PERTH 

Australian cruiser of 6,830 tons launched in 1934 under 
the name 

(March 1, 1942) 

HMS Amphion. Transferred to the Australian 
Navy in 1939 and renamed HMAS Perth

 During the 

. 

Battle of the Java Sea the Perth's commander, 
Captain Hector Waller, pulled his ship out of line when 
the heavy cruiser HMS Exeter

Unfortunately they ran straight into a Japanese invasion fleet of destroyers and troop transports in Banteng Bay 
and after a long running battle during which all ammunition was expended, both ships were sunk by torpedoes. 
On board the Perth were 45 officers, 631 ratings, 4 civilian canteen staff and six Royal Australian Air Force 
personnel, a total of 686 men. Casualties were 23 officers and 329 ratings killed. There were 334 survivors who 
were taken prisoners of war. Of these, around 106 died in captivity. Not one of the Perth's officers died while a 
prisoner of war, due no doubt to the privileges granted to men of officer rank. 

 was hit and placed it 
between the Japanese warships and the Exeter to save it 
from further damage (the Exeter later sank). The Perth, 
accompanied by the American cruiser Houston, was later 
sunk in the Sunda Strait half an hour after midnight about four miles from St.Nicholas Point in Java as the two 
ships attempted to escape southwards from the battle area and into the Indian Ocean.  

 For this heroic act, Captain Waller never received the equivalent of the British VC as did the captain of the 
Houston. The Dutch government offered its highest award, the Militare Willems-Orde posthumously to Captain 
Waller, but to its everlasting shame, the Australian government turned it down

In World War II, twelve Victoria Crosses were awarded to members of the Australian forces engaged in 
operations against Japan but not a single VC was awarded to the Royal Australian Navy. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

.  

 
A Scotsman walks into a bank in Glasgow and asks for the loan officer.  
He tells the loan officer that he is going to Australia on business for two weeks and needs to borrow £5,000.  
 
The bank officer tells him that the bank will need some form of security for the loan, so the canny Scots lad 
hands over the keys and documents of new Ferrari parked on the street in front of the bank.  
He produces the Log Book and everything checks out. The loan officer agrees to accept  
The car as collateral for the loan. 
The bank's Manager and its officers all enjoy a good laugh at the rough looking Scotsman for using a £120,000 
Ferrari as collateral against a £5000 loan. An employee of the bank then drives the Ferrari in to the 
bank's underground garage and parks it there.  
 
Two weeks later, the Scotsman returns, repays the £5,000 and the interest, which comes to £15.41.  
The loan officer says, "Sir, we are very happy to have had your business, and this transaction has worked out 
very nicely, but we are a little puzzled. While you were away, we checked you out and found that you are a 
multi millionaire. So what puzzles us is, why would you bother to borrow "£5,000"? 
The Scotsman replies: 
Where else in Glasgow can I park my car for two weeks for only £15.41 and expect it to be there when I return'" 

A TRUE INCIDENT 

 
Ah, the mind of the Scotsman... This is why we survive 



 
World War II’s Most Glamorous Spy: Christine Granville 

 
You’ve probably never heard her name, but Christine Granville was a Polish 
beauty queen who had it all—courage, style, looks, and deadly skills—and 
she became one of Britain’s most valuable spies. Emma Garman on a new 
book that finally gives her remarkable life its due—and her tragic, pointless 
death. 

In the summer of 1952, the brutal murder of a woman in a Kensington hotel 
shocked Britain and sparked a media frenzy: no ordinary victim, Christine 
Granville was a Polish beauty queen turned British secret agent, the 
newspapers breathlessly revealed, a countess by birth whose remarkable 
bravery during the Second World War had saved countless lives. But the 
sensationalist cover stories couldn’t hope to capture the full tragic irony of 
Christine’s sordid, pointless death at the hands of a spurned lover. Over the 
course of her wartime career, a gift for repeatedly escaping the deadliest of 
situations—into which she walked with the eager nonchalance of a true 
adrenaline junkie—had conferred mythical status on the slender, dark-haired 
daredevil. Dying as a civilian in peacetime, with nothing and no one at stake, 
was an almost comically cruel twist of fate. 

Not only did the hush-hush nature of Christine’s work mean that few specifics of her feats were known outside 
of espionage circles, but when she died, many of her friends conspired to draw a veil over the details of her 
life—in particular her spectacularly diverse romances, from which her intrepid exploits were often inextricable. 
The Panel to Protect the Memory of Christine Granville, for example, comprised five friends and former lovers 
who wanted to “defend her memory” and prevent her from becoming “a press sensation”; several biographies 
and articles were consequently quashed. While a few books about Christine have emerged in the intervening 
decades, only now, with the publication of Clare Mulley’s scrupulously researched and expertly rendered 
biography, do we have a multidimensional, uncensored, impartial portrait of the legendary spy—said to be 
Churchill’s favorite—whose 44-year existence was filled with more eye-popping adventures than we’d find 
plausible in any novel or movie.  

Even Christine’s provenance is the stuff of fairy tales. Born in Warsaw in 1908 to a charismatic, dissolute 
aristocrat and a beautiful Jewish banking heiress, the baby christened Maria Krystyna Janina Skarbek began life 
in a country that didn’t officially exist: Warsaw was then part of Russia and would remain so until Poland 
gained independence in 1918. Regardless, the Skarbeks considered themselves Polish nobility, and their 
daughter was raised in bucolic splendor on a country estate “so large, it contained three villages.” True, some 
tensions hovered regarding her mother’s Jewishness—Count Jerzy Skarbek had married Stefania Goldfeder for 
her money, she in turn sought his social position, and her conversion to Catholicism offered little immunity 
from anti-Semitic gossip and snobbery—but Christine adored both her parents and thrived in her privileged 
surroundings, climbing trees, riding ponies, even learning how to use a knife and hold a gun. By adolescence 
she had acquired the remarkable self-assuredness, and personal magnetism, that would define her destiny. 

 
Click the link below  
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2013/07/07/world-war-two-s-most-glamorous-spy-christine-granville.html 
 
https://www.google.com/search?q=Christine+Granville+&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8&aq=t&rls=org.mozilla:en-GB:official&client=firefox-a 
 
 

http://www.amazon.com/The-Spy-Who-Loved-Christine/dp/1250030323/ref=as_at?tag=thedailybeast-autotag-20&linkCode=as2&ie=UTF8&qid=1373071022&sr=8-1&keywords=the+spy+who+loved�


A 93 year-old woman claiming to have been Adolf Hitler's nurse in 
the final days of the Third Reich has spoken of her experiences in the 
Berlin bunker for the first time in 60 years.  

Former Nurse Tells of Hitler's Last Days 

Paranoia paralyzed Hitler in the end Many people have tried and 
failed to accurately portray or document the final hours of Adolf 
Hitler. Acclaimed attempts such as the recent successful German film 
"Der Untergang" (The Downfall) have made the most of the 
knowledge which is available and have mixed established facts and speculation to great effect.  

But there have been very few corroborative first hand accounts that have revealed the true inner workings of the 
Führer's bunker and his mindset as his master plan came crashing down around him.  

Until now, possibly. According to the Berlin-based daily Berliner Zeitung, a survivor from Hitler's Berlin 
stronghold has decided to break her silence over what she saw and heard in the final days of the Third Reich.  

Erna Flegel, a 93-year-old, claims to have been the Nazi leader's nurse at the end of World War II and to have 
been in his bunker when Hitler took his own life. 

Under the headline "I was Hitler's nurse", Flegel tells a fascinating and tragic story of how she provided medical 
treatment to Hitler and his inner circle from 1943 until the Nazi leadership gave up their dogged resistance and 
hope in the face of the advancing Red Army and Allied forces two years later.  

Flegel's insight into the last days reveals that contemporary accounts have been more or less accurate 
concerning the mental state of the Führer.  

  Hitler paralyzed by paranoia in last days                                                                                                      

Conflicting reports suggest that only Hitler's wife Eva took cyanide while the Nazi leader himself died from a 
self-inflicted gunshot to the head. Both bodies were allegedly burned by aides shortly after being discovered. 

Adolf Hitler didn't even trust his own cyanide capsules at the end The former nurse revealed in the interview 
that Hitler was almost paralyzed with paranoia as the end neared, even fearing that the cyanide capsules with 
which he was planning to take his own life had been switched and filled with fake poison. "By the end, he didn't 
trust anyone any more - not even the cyanide capsule he swallowed," she is quoted as saying in the paper.   

After Hitler committed suicide, Flegel stayed in the bunker as the Nazi regime crumbled around her. Flegel said 
that after Hitler's suicide, Josef Goebbels, the Nazi propaganda chief, took over as leader, but by then there was 
little sense of command and Goebbels was ignored.  

She also revealed her desperate attempts to save Goebbels' six children from Magda, their "merciless" mother, 
but was ultimately powerless as she poisoned them.  

A witness to the desperate end of the Third Reich 

It was then that the Nazi hierarchy within the bunker began to implode. "(Hitler's) last subordinates shot 
themselves in succession," she said. "And those who didn't shoot themselves tried to flee." Still Flegel remained 
underground. "I had to look after the wounded," she added. 

 



 
Subject: Fw: 4 Yrs. to build British  WW2 'Seafire' Fighter 

 

 
Seafire C5 -15 Rebuilt 

 
Click on the link Below 

https://youtube.googleapis.com/v/TneYPcyGbbY&autoplay=1&rel=0 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

The Spitfire, a hero of World War II, on display in Palm Springs 

By Trevor Summons, Correspondent  

I think I watch the Military Channel on TV too much. At least that's what She Who Must Be Obeyed thinks. If 
I'm left on my own for too long, when she returns I'm usually found watching black and white documentaries on 
Hitler, Roosevelt, Churchill or even "Uncle" Joe Stalin. S.W.M.B.O. says I'm watching the "Hitler Channel" 
again, and she says it with that special tone of voice.                                                                                                  
I can't quite help it; I think it's my age, or rather the age I was born into. And it's not just the TV that gets me. 

The other day I was driving along the 10 freeway in Palm Springs, when I saw the Gene Autry Trail exit 
coming up. I realized I just had to turn off and visit the Palm Springs Air Museum which is close to the airport 
down there.                                                                                                                                                                                
It's been some time since I visited, and on this occasion I wanted to make sure I had a good look at one 
particular exhibit they had. 

The hangars are well laid out with lots of very shiny aircraft. Most of them no doubt haven't looked that good 
since the day they rolled out of the factory some 70 years ago, and probably not that good even then. This is a 
museum that contains airplanes from WWII, and that's right in my area of interest. 

My quest was to look at an RAF Spitfire, the hero of WWII, and a particular favorite of mine. At the time these 
remarkable aircraft were flying I was barely able to walk, but they took to the skies of England and defended us 
from the might of Hitler's Luftwaffe.                                                                                                                                 
As a toddler I no doubt was not particularly interested, but many of my fellow countrymen stared up into the 
bright summer of 1940 to watch the dog fights that were taking place over their heads. 

During those warm summer days, Hitler's flying forces came over with the express intent of destroying 
England's ability to control its air space. All the while the RAF controlled the skies over the channel, the 
floating armada amassed on the Continent would never have made it to our shores without being torn to shreds 
by the Royal Navy. And to stop that air supremacy was vital. After many weeks, on September 15, the 
Luftwaffe was told that the RAF was on its knees and the fight was virtually over. Far from that, the invaders 
that day were met with renewed and replenished squadrons and they returned to base disheartened, and 
dejected. The Battle of Britain was won and England was saved. 

Much of this miracle was due to the plane I had come to see. It is small. A look into the cockpit shows that it's 
incredibly cramped and lacking in any creature comforts. But to fly one of these in 1940 was a challenge left to 
those whose only goal was to win at all costs and save the country. 

Thanks should also be given to Churchill and his Minister for Production "" Beaverbrook, who insisted on 
maximum productivity in the factories and the flying schools so that sufficient pilots were turned out. 

https://youtube.googleapis.com/v/TneYPcyGbbY&autoplay=1&rel=0�


At this fine air museum, lots of docents are on hand, and they have encyclopedic knowledge and the ability to 
tell you all you could possibly need to know about the wonderful aircraft they have on hand. 

Every plane has information posted on it, too, that tells its particular history. The Spitfire there was retired in 
1957 having served after the war in Belgium as a trainer and also towing targets -- a somewhat ignominious end 
for such a warrior 

I left the facility with many thoughts in my head about the wonderful Spitfire that I had seen together with its 
sisters. No doubt, S.W.M.B.O. will forgive me my next excursion into the past and the remembrance of the 
lucky escape we all had back in those very dark days. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

Click on Bob Hope 
 

Bob Hope Christmas         
 
                                                               this is a good one 
 
 
      
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
                                              

Interesting Japanese I-400 Submarine Pictures 
 

 
Click on the link Below 

                                                http://www.operationstormbook.com/i400_images.html  
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Conscripted into the Luftwaffe in 1939 and owing to her secretarial skills became personal secretary to Reich 
Marshal Göring for a period of five weeks during the closing stages of the war. 

 Lucie Wolf 

 She knew at that time that Göring's art treasures were stolen but was afraid to talk to anybody about it.  

While at Brechtesgaden she was issued with a pistol and a cyanide pill with instructions to shoot as many 
Russians as possible before taking the poison pill. (It was believed that the Red Army would reach 
Brechtesgaden before the Americans) Placed under house arrest by the Gestapo when they came to arrest 
Göring, she was then arrested again when the Americans arrived.  

All her belongings were taken from her and placed in a heap, doused with petrol and set alight. She was then 
interned in a P.O.W. camp for the next ten days from which, with the help of an American guard, she escaped 
and started out on the long walk of around 1,000 kms to her home on the shores of the Baltic Sea, a journey 
which took her seven weeks. Some years after the war, Lucie Wolf emigrated to Australia and became an 
Australian citizen. 

http://biggeekdad.cmail2.com/t/i-l-aihlil-troitjk-c/�


McLaglen was born in 

Victor McLaglen 

Tunbridge Wells, Kent. His father, an Anglican 
bishop, moved the family to South Africa when McLaglen was a child. He 
had four brothers who also became actors, Arthur (1888-1972), an actor 
and sculptor and Clifford (1892-1978), Cyril (1899-1987) and Kenneth 
(circa 1901-1979).  Other siblings included Frederick (b. circa 1882), 
Sydney (b. circa 1884), Lewis (b. circa 1889), and a sister, Lily (b. circa 
1893). Another brother, Leopold McLaglen, who appeared in one film, 
gained notoriety prior to World War I as a showman and self-proclaimed 
World Ju-jitsu Champion, who authored a book on the subject.  

He left home at fourteen to join the British Army with the intention of 
fighting in the Second Boer War. However, much to his chagrin, he was 
stationed at Windsor Castle with the Life Guards and was later forced to 
leave the army when his true age was discovered. 

Four years later, he moved to Canada, where he earned a living as a 
wrestler and heavyweight boxer, with several notable wins in the ring. One 
of his most famous fights was against Heavyweight Champion Jack 
Johnson, in a 6 round exhibition bout. (This bout was Johnson's first bout since winning the heavyweight title 
from Tommy Burns.) Between bouts, McLaglen toured with a circus, which offered $25 to anyone who could 
go three rounds with him. He returned to England in 1913 and during World War I served as a Captain (acting) 
with the 10th Battalion, Middlesex Regiment, part of  The Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment (Queen's and 
Royal Hampshires). Later he claimed to have served with the Royal Irish Fusiliers. He served for a time as 
military Provost Marshal for the city of Baghdad.  He also continued boxing, and was named Heavyweight 
Champion of the British Army in 1918.  After the war, he began taking roles in British silent films. 

McLaglen's career took a surprise turn in the 1920s, when he moved to Hollywood. He became a popular 
character actor, with a particular knack for playing drunks. The highlight of his career was an Academy Award 
for Best Actor for his role in The Informer (1935), based on a novel by Liam O'Flaherty; Frank Tashlin's 1938 
cartoon Have You Got Any Castles? features a caricature of McLaglen emerging from the novel and literally 
informing someone about some shady characters. Near the end of his career, McLaglen was nominated again, 
this time for Best Supporting Actor, for his role opposite John Wayne in The Quiet Man (1952). He was 
especially popular with director John Ford, who frequently included McLaglen in his films. Toward the end of 
his career, McLaglen made several guest appearances on television, particularly in Western series such as Have 
Gun, Will Travel and Rawhide.                                                                                                                                
Victor McLaglen was the elder brother of the actor Cyril McLaglen. Victor McLaglen was married three times. 
His first marriage was to Enid Lamont in 1919. The couple had one daughter, Sheila, and one son, Andrew. 
Andrew McLaglen was a television and film director. He was also the father of Victor McLaglen's 
grandchildren, Mary and Josh. Mary and Josh McLaglen are both film producers and directors. Enid Lamont 
McLaglen died in 1942 as a result of a horse riding accident. 

Victor McLaglen married twice more. His second marriage was to Suzanne M. Brueggeman. That marriage 
lasted from 1943 until 1948. His third marriage was to Margaret Pumphrey, whom he married in 1948. 
Mclaglen remained married to Margaret, a Seattle socialite, until his death of a heart attack in 1959. He had by 
that time become a naturalized U.S. citizen. He was buried in Forest Lawn Memorial Park in Glendale, 
California. 
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