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RBL Chairman’s May report,  
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
There will not a meeting in May; I will be in England, hoping to solve some Legion problems while I’m there. 
The next meeting will be June 19th, at 6 p.m.  
It is with great sadness that we announce the Passing of Harry Mitchell Sr.  April 16th, unfortunately we 
were not informed of the date of the Funeral, so were unable to attend. Harry will be greatly missed. 
  
 

                                                                                                                                                   
Falklands War, which claimed the lives of 255 British and 649 Argentine 
servicemen during three months of fighting 

The Falklands War was a remarkable episode in the history of three countries: Great 
Britain, Argentina and the Falkland Islands. It brought about fundamental changes in 
each case. It was a dazzling military accomplishment too, and because of the intense 
worldwide media interest at the time the detailed record now available provides a unique 
case study for historians to examine a small war from every conceivable angle; 
militarily, politically, and sociologically. 
 
In Britain at that time, the Thatcher government was falling rapidly in public opinion polls 
and was facing the prospect of losing the next election after just one very difficult term in 
office. Margaret Thatcher was propelled into two further terms in office by the decisive 
leadership she had shown and by the sense of national regeneration and optimism following 
victory in the South Atlantic. 
Argentina had been ruled by a brutal and bloody military dictatorship which had launched 
the invasion in a desperate attempt to shore up popular support. It worked; the nation rallied 
behind the Junta in an outpouring of nationalistic pride. Their defeat led directly to the end 
of military rule and the establishment of democracy in that country. However, it did not 
mean the end of Argentine aspirations over the Falkland Islands. 
 
The Falkland Islands was seemingly forgotten and unwanted, and starved of investment by absentee landlords. 
Very few people in Britain even knew where the Falklands were. The invasion and subsequent liberation 
changed everything. The Islanders found a new sense of vitality, made economic and political reforms, and over 
the following twenty years turned their country into a prosperous place to be, with a bright future. 
 
As a military venture, Argentina made a number of catastrophic errors. Errors of judgement, errors of timing, 
errors of tactics, and errors of leadership. Despite all that they still had all the advantages, and once in 
possession of the Islands they should have been unmovable. Britain had to send a hastily assembled fleet half 
way round the globe, with minimal support at such extreme range, make a hazardous amphibious landing, and 
assault well-established defences to recapture the Islands. 
 
In accomplishing that objective, Britain showed the value of a well-trained, well-led professional force. The 
task force, as it was called, comprised around 100 ships of all shapes and sizes, many requisitioned and still 
crewed by civilians, and altogether almost 30,000 men and women. They were awarded the South Atlantic 
Medal for their part in the war 

Russell Berriman R.M. 
 



Desecrated: The shocking video of Churchill's Desert Rats' graves being smashed to 
rubble... by the Libyans we helped liberate  

A year ago they begged for Britain’s help when Colonel Gaddafi’s tanks encircled their city, threatening 
annihilation.                                                                                                                                                                 
Now former Libyan rebels in Benghazi – liberated with the aid of the RAF last March – have systematically 
desecrated the graves of more than 150 British servicemen killed in North Africa 70 years ago                                                                              
Headstones at the Benghazi War Cemetery have been torn down and crucifixes smashed with hammers by a 
mob of extremists, some carrying guns and dressed in combat fatigues. Desecrated: The headstones 
commemorating the deaths of Allied servicemen, who fought in the Western Desert campaigns between 1942 to 
1943, lay smashed on the ground                                                                                                                        
More than 1,000 soldiers and airmen who lost their lives in the desert wars of Montgomery and Rommel are 
buried at the site in Eastern Libya.                                                                                                                              
Many were members of the famed 7th Armoured Division, known as the Desert Rats, who played  a crucial role 
in the see-saw battle for control of Libya and Egypt between 1941 and 1943.   

Graves of RAF pilots were among those shattered by the thugs. It was their job to fly bombing raids – just as 
the RAF did last year – to assist Lieutenant General Montgomery’s Eighth Army and support commandos 
clearing routes for tanks.                                                                                                                                     
Sickeningly, the attack, which was carried out over two days last week and appeared highly organised, was 
filmed by one of the men involved and posted on the internet.  

As they rampage among the graves, members of the mob are heard to repeatedly say of the dead servicemen: 
‘They are dogs, they are dogs.’ Senseless: A man kicks down headstones of soldiers during the rampage that 
was filmed and posted online                                                                                                                                  
The violence was thought to be retaliation, in part, for the burning of the Koran by US soldiers in Afghanistan 
last month. Footage shows the mob methodically kicking down grave after grave. Some are then smashed with 
hammers. ‘Destroy that cross, they are dogs,’ cries one hooded rebel.                                                                     
Another voice is heard saying: ‘We begin with this one then we’ll take care of that other one. We won’t leave 
any left.’ A few seconds later another extremist says: ‘This tomb has a cross on it – a disbeliever.’ 

As they discover a Jewish grave bearing the Star of David, one of the men says: ‘Look at what it says on  it. 
There is even Israeli writing . . .  in Hebrew.’ And in one of the most disturbing sequences, one protester 
attaches a ladder to the Cross of Remembrance next to the cemetery. He climbs up it and begins hacking at the 
memorial with a hammer. Then he shouts: ‘Watch out young people. It’s going to fall.’ The cross is then 
smashed off.   Sacrifice: Some 1,214 graves are marked in Benghazi War Cemetery Relatives of those buried at 
the cemetery, which is maintained by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, last night reacted with 
disgust. The desecration was also condemned by Montgomery’s grandson Henry Montgomery, who called it 
‘very sad’ 
Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2109873/Benghazi-Shocking-video-Churchills-Desert-Rats-graves-smashed-

rubble-Libyan-rebels.html#ixzz1sANg9Cez 
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Relatives of those buried at the cemetery, which is maintained by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, 
last night reacted with disgust. The desecration was also condemned by Montgomery’s grandson Henry 
Montgomery, who called it ‘very sad’. 

'SHOCKED' LIBYAN AUTHORITIES 'EXTREMELY APOLOGETIC' OVER WAR GRAVES ATTACK 

The Libyan government has been 'extremely apologetic' about the desecration of British war graves in the 
eastern city of Benghazi, a Foreign Office Minister said today.Jeremy Browne said people would be 
understandably upset by images of damaged graves in today's papers, including the Mail on Sunday. 

But he said the attacks were not aimed particularly at Britain or Christians, and did not represent a Libyan 
response to last year's military action when British aircraft took part in a campaign which toppled Colonel 
Gadaffi from his role as dictator in the North African country. Mr Browne told the programme: 'There is an 
appalling story and people will be shocked by the photos. My grandfather's generation were truly heroic in that 
part of Africa in the Second World War and I think people will be shocked by what they see. 

'It is worth saying the Libyan authorities themselves are shocked too. We have had direct dealings with them. 
They have been extremely apologetic and made a very strong commitment they will get to the bottom of this 
happening. They will try and do everything they can to resolve it.                                                                                
'My understanding it is not just British graves or just Christian graves that have been desecrated, there is wider 
desecration taking place. The Libyan authorities are keen to work with us on this. 

'I would not want people to think this is somehow an ingratitude by the government of Libya. That's not the 
case.'                                                                                                                                                                             
Among the heroes buried at Benghazi is Geoffrey Keyes, who was the youngest lieutenant colonel in the British 
Army when he was killed at the age of 24 during Operation Flipper, a daring mission 250 miles behind enemy 
lines. He was shot in a raid on what was believed to be Rommel’s headquarters in Sidi Rafa, Libya, in 
November 1941 and was posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross for ‘magnificent leadership and outstanding 
gallantry . . . and supreme self-sacrifice’. 

It was not clear last night if his headstone was among those destroyed.  

But one of the smashed headstones records the death of the Reverend Geoffrey Bond, Chaplain to the Forces, 
who was 30 when he was killed on March 21, 1941, near Benghazi. His nephew, Geoffrey Bell, said last night: 
‘This is terrible news. Damn those bloody Libyans.’ 

Former diplomat Edward Chaplin, who heads the War Graves Commission, said: ‘Clearly it’s a terrible thing to 
have happened.                                                                                                                                                               
‘It’s shocking that attacks of this nature should be carried out against a cemetery. We take very seriously the 
preservation of these memorials to those who have given their lives in wars.’ 

Mustafa Abdul Jalil, head of state in Libya’s caretaker government, condemned the attacks as ‘unethical, 
irresponsible and criminal’.   

He said the Libyan government ‘severely denounces such shameful acts and vows to find and prosecute the 
perpetrators’.                                                                                                                                                                 
There are 1,214 Commonwealth servicemen of the Second World War buried or commemorated at  the 
Benghazi War Cemetery.  

Of the 1,051 identified graves, 851 are  British. It also contains graves of Australian, New Zealand, South 
African and Indian servicemen. 



Spitfires buried in Burma during war to be 
returned to UK 

Twenty iconic Spitfire aircraft buried in Burma during the 
Second World War are to be repatriated to Britain after an 
intervention by David Cameron.  

The Prime Minister secured a historic deal that will see the fighter 
aircraft dug up and shipped back to the UK almost 67 years after 
they were hidden more than 40-feet below ground amid fears of a Japanese occupation.  

The gesture came as Mr Cameron became the first Western leader to meet Aung San Suu Kyi, the Burmese 
democracy campaigner held under house arrest for 22 years by the military regime, and invited her to visit 
London in her first trip abroad for 24 years.  

He called on Europe to suspend its ban on trade with Burma now that it was showing “prospects for change” 
following Miss Suu Kyi’s election to parliament in a sweeping electoral victory earlier this year.  

The plight of the buried aircraft came to Mr Cameron’s attention at the behest of a farmer from Scunthorpe, 
North Lincs, who is responsible for locating them at a former RAF base using radar imaging technology.  

David Cundall, 62, spent 15 years doggedly searching for the Mk II planes, an exercise that involved 12 trips to 
Burma and cost him more than £130,000.                                                                                                                     
When he finally managed to locate them in February, he was told Mr Cameron “loved” the project and would 
intervene to secure their repatriation.  Mr Cundall told the Daily Telegraph: “I’m only a small farmer, I’m not a 
multi-millionaire and it has been a struggle. It took me more than 15 years but I finally found them.  

”Spitfires are beautiful aeroplanes and should not be rotting away in a foreign land. They saved our neck in the 
Battle of Britain and they should be preserved.”  He said the Spitfires, of which there are only around 35 flying 
left in the world, were shipped to Burma and then transported by rail to the British RAF base during the war.  

However, advances in technology and the emergence of more agile jets meant they were never used and in July 
1945, officials fearing a Japanese occupation abandoned them on the orders of Lord Louis Mountbatten, the 
head of South East Asia Command, two weeks before the atom bombs were dropped, ending the conflict.  

“They were just buried there in transport crates,” Mr Cundall said. “They were waxed, wrapped in greased 
paper and their joints tarred. They will be in near perfect condition.”  

The married father of three, an avid plane enthusiast, embarked on his voyage of discovery in 1996 after being 
told of their existence by a friend who had met some American veterans who described digging a trench for the 
aircraft during the Allied withdrawal of Burma.                                                                                                             
He spent years appealing for information on their whereabouts from eye witnesses, scouring public records and 
placing advertisements in specialist magazines.                                                                                                             
Several early trips to Burma were unsuccessful and were hampered by the political climate.  

He eventually met one eyewitness who drew maps and an outline of where the aircraft were buried and took 
him out to the scene. “Unfortunately, he got his north, south, east and west muddled up and we were searching 
at the wrong end of the runway,” he said. “We also realised that we were not searching deep enough as they had 
filled in all of these bomb craters which were 20-feet to start with. “I hired another machine in the UK that went 
down to 40-feet and after going back surveying the land many times, I eventually found them.  



“I have been in touch with British officials in Burma and in London and was told that David Cameron would 
negotiate on my behalf to make the recovery happen.”  Mr Cundall said sanctions preventing the removal of 
military tools from Burma were due to be lifted at midnight last night (FRI).  

A team from the UK is already in place and is expecting to begin the excavation, estimated to cost around 
£500,000, imminently. It is being funded by the Chichester-based Boultbee Flight Acadamy.  

Mr Cundall said the government had promised him it would be making no claim on the aircraft, of which 
21,000 were originally produced, and that he would be entitled to a share in them.  

“It’s been a financial nightmare but hopefully I’ll get my money back,” he said.  

“I’m hoping the discovery will generate some jobs. They will need to be stripped down and re-riveted but it 
must be done. My dream is to have a flying squadron at air shows. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

An Australian, an Irishman and a Scouser (A Liverpool lad) are in a bar. 
They’re staring at another man sitting on his own at a table in the corner. 
He's so familiar, and not recognising him is driving them mad. 
They stare and stare, until suddenly the Irishman twigs: 'My God, it's Jesus!' 
Sure enough, it is Jesus, nursing a pint. 
Thrilled, they send him over a pint of Guinness, a pint of Fosters and a pint of bitter. 
Jesus accepts the drinks, smiles over at the three men, and drinks the pints slowly, one after another. 
After he's finished the drinks, Jesus approaches the trio. 
He reaches for the hand of the Irishman and shakes it, thanking him for the Guinness. 
When he lets go, the Irishman gives a cry of amazement: 'My God! 
The arthritis I've had for 30 years is gone. It's a miracle!' Jesus then shakes the Aussie's hand, thanking him for 
the lager. 
As he lets go, the man's eyes widen in shock. 'Strewth mate, the bad back I've had all my life is completely 
gone! It's A Miracle. 
 
'Jesus then approaches the Scouser   who says, 
 
'Back off, mate, I'm on disability. ____ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Primary Teacher explains to her class that she is a Liverpool fan. 
She asks her students to raise their hands if they too are Liverpool fans. 
Everyone in the class raises their hand except one little girl. 
The teacher looks at the girl with surprise and says, 'Mary, why didn't you raise your hand?' 
'Because I'm not a Liverpool fan,' she replied. 
The teacher, still shocked, asked, 'Well, if you are not a Liverpool fan, then who are you a fan of?' 
'I am a Chelsea fan, and proud of it,' Mary replied. 
The teacher could not believe her ears. 'Mary, why, pray tell, are you a Chelsea fan?' 
'Because my mum is a Chelsea fan, and my dad is a Chelsea fan, 
so I'm a Chelsea fan too!' 
'Well,' said the teacher in an obviously annoyed tone, 'that is no reason for you to be a Chelsea fan. You don't 
have to be just like your parents all of the time... What if your mum was a prostitute and 
your dad was a drug addict, what would you be then?' 
'Then,' Mary smiled, 'I'd be a Liverpool fan.____ 



PITFIRE vs HURRICANE 

Contrary to popular belief, it was the Hurricane, not the 
Spitfire that saved Britain during the dark days of 1940. 
The turn-around time (re-arm, refuel etc.) for the Spitfire 
was 26 minutes. That of the Hurricane, only 9 minutes 
from down to up again. During the Battle of Britain the 
time spent on the ground was crucial and as one 
fitter/mechanic of No. 145 Squadron quipped: "If we had 
nothing but Spits we would have lost the fight in 1940." 
The Spitfire was an all metal fighter, slightly faster, had a 
faster rate of climb and had a higher ceiling, while the 
Hurricane had a fabric covered fuselage, was quicker to repair and withstood more punishment. With the for 
and against of both fighters they came out about even. The majority of German planes shot down during the 
four month period were destroyed by Hurricanes. For much of the Battle of Britain, the Spitfires went after the 
German BF 109s at the higher altitudes, while the Hurricanes attacked the bomber formations flying at lower 
altitudes. This cost the enemy a total of 551 pilots killed or taken prisoner. During the war a total of 14,231 
Hurricanes and 20,334 Spitfires were produced. The famous Rolls-Royce 'Merlin' engine evolved through 88 
separate marks and was fitted in around 70,000 Allied aircraft, including the famous Lancaster bomber, during 
the six years of war. In the hectic battles in the sky over southern England many pilots returned to base utterly 
exhausted and routinely fell asleep as they taxied their plane to a stop. Ground crews often had to help the 
sleeping pilot from the cockpit after he returned from combat.  

FEUDING 

During the Battle of Britain, a bitter feud developed between 12 Group Commander Leigh-Mallory and the 
New Zealand Commander of 11 Fighter Group, Keith Park. At the height of the battle, Leigh-Mallory failed to 
send his forces to the aid of Park. Park never forgave him for this. When Leigh-Mallory was made Commander 
of Allied Forces after D-Day the American Air Force Commander General Spatz, made it clear that under no 
circumstances would he serve under him. 

SPONSORED FIGHTERS 

Many Spitfires used in the Battle of Britain were sponsored by private companies and individuals. Money raised 
in cities, towns and villages was used to buy a Spitfire at a cost of £5,000 each. They bore names such as 
Dogfighter bought by a well known Kennel Club, Dorothy was bought by women whose name was Dorothy, 
Gingerbread by red-haired men and women, Unshackled by donations from POWs and so on. The largest 
donation received came from Queen Wilhelmina of the Netherlands who donated £215,000 to purchase an 
entire squadron of 43 Spitfires. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HMS GLORIOUS (June 8, 1940)  

Sister ship of the Courageous, sunk by the German warships Scharnhorst and Gneisenau while aiding in the 
evacuation of British troops from Narvik in Norway (Operation Alphabet).  

En route to Scapa Flow in the Orkneys, the Glorious, (22,200 tons) commanded by Captain D'Oyly-Hughes, 
encountered the German cruisers which scored direct hits on the carrier at a range of 20,000 yards putting her 
flight deck out of action. A total of 1,207 men, including 41 RAF ground personnel and 18 RAF and Fleet Air 
Arm pilots, died. There were 39 survivors rescued by the Norwegian ship 'Borgund'. Two escort destroyers, the 
Acasta (Cdr. Glasford) and Ardent (Lt-Cdr. Barker) were also sunk during the attack. 



 The Acasta had fired a torpedo at the Scharnhorst causing damage to her quarterdeck and killing 48 men and 
two German officers. 

 The total death toll from the three British vessels amounted to 1,519. There were only 63 survivors but 25 of 
these died from exposure before being picked up two and a half days later. (Acasta 164 and Ardent 152) Only 
38 men survived the sinking of the three ships (only one survivor from the Ardent, Able Seaman Rodger Hooke 
and only one survivor from the Acasta, Leading Seaman Cyril 'Nick' Carter)  

The British Admiralty now accepts that it was the torpedo fired from the Accasta that finally sunk the 
Scharnhorst and that Leading Seaman Carter was the man who pulled the lever that sent the torpedo on its way. 
One hundred miles away was the cruiser HMS Devonshire which picked up the garbled SOS from the Glorious 
but dared not repeat it.  

At that moment she was on a secret mission, transporting King Håkon of Norway, the Crown Prince, 56 staff 
members and Government officials and the national gold reserves, from Tromsó to the safety of the British 
Isles, there to spend the next five years in exile.  

The Glorious (22,200 tons) was the first aircraft carrier to be sunk by surface ships. On June 8, Hurricanes of 46 
Squadron RAF landed safely without arrester hooks on the ship, the first time this had been attempted on a 
carrier. Most experts had dismissed this as impossible. Tragically, only two of the Hurricane pilots survived the 
sinking of the Glorious. 

(The two 15cm twin turrets from the Gneisenau are still active on a NATO coastal battery at Stevensfort, south 
of Copenhagen in Denmark. The battery is now open to the public. A triple 280 mm turret from the scuttled 
Gneisenau is located at the entrance to Trondheimfjord. Named 'Batterie Orlandet' it was built by POWs and 
after the war it was taken over by the Norwegian Army. Shut down in 1974 it was then opened in the early 90s 
as a museum under the name 'Turret Caesar'. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

RIO DE JANEIRO (April 8, 1940)  

Built in 1914, the 5,261 ton German passenger liner was transporting troops and horses to the invasion of 
Norway.  

While off Lillesand in southern Norway, the ship was torpedoed by the Polish submarine Orzel, which had 
made a dramatic escape from the Estonian sea port town of Tallin, seventeen days after the war with Poland 
started.  

The first torpedo missed, the second scored a hit but failed to sink the Rio de Janeiro. With smoke pouring from 
the stricken liner, the order was given to "abandon ship". A third torpedo struck the ship amidships, breaking its 
back and sending it slowly to the bottom. About 150 men including 97 Luftwaffe Flak troops and 80 horses 
were drowned.  

There were 183 survivors. This was one of the first actions by a Polish submarine in the Second World War. 
Within 48 hours all the main ports of Norway were in German hands. In June of that year, the Orzel, 
commanded by Lt. Cdr. Grudzinski, fell victim to a mine in the Skagerrak and sank with its entire crew of 5 
officers and 49 men.   

For more on the history of the Orzel, go to http://www.dutchsubmarines.com/. 
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